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Millennium Steel Structures, Inc. 




Ms. Shirley Steel, Manager 
Initial Patent Examination Center 
United States Patent and Trademark OflBce 
Washington, DC 20231 



Dear Ms. Steel: 

My name is William J. Payer and my application number is 09/754,031. We have talked 
before over the telephone. 

On 6/12/01, I received a document from your division concerning a Formalities Letter. 
The letter stated that my application was incomplete because the claims were not place on 
separate sheets exclusive of the rest of the application. In subsequent phone calls over a 
three week period with your office, I do not believe I have come up with a satisfactory 
explanation. 

Technically, the claims to my understanding has been placed on a separate sheet with a 
statement technically defining the purpose of the claims and therefore part of the claims 
themselves. "Many different embodiments of the present invention may be made without 

departing from the scope of spirit " was placed in front of "I Claim". I believe a 

reasonable discussion could be made that this statement should not placed with the 
proceeding section "Description of the Preferred Embodiment". Its heart and soul is 
within the next Section " I Claim". The intent is further identified by myself with 
"Description of the Preferred Embodiment" section ending two-thirds page down - 
therefore ending the section. Please consider this. 

Second, the question exist about the approximately two months the review took to find 
such a possible difference in Patent Rules. As you know the difference in cost between a 
one month extension and a three month extension is considerable. One, I believe, from 
an outside source might bring up the question that your division is attempting just to 
secure more fimds through this procedure of time delay. This is probably not the case 
since I do believe your division may be quite busy but the perception will exist. I do not 
believe that reimbursement for this delay is the intent or the mandate of the Patent OflSce 
- especially in a case which is definitely subject to discussion. 

Please advise accordingly. 




